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REMARKS 

I. Status of the Claims 

Claims 16-30 are currently pending in this application. 

Applicants thank the Examiner for withdrawing the rejection of claims 16-30 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over U.S. Patent No. 5,707,732 ("Sonodaetal.") and the 
rejection of claims 16-30 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sonoda 
eta!, in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,552,1 12 (" Redondo et aL "). 

II. Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

(A) The Examiner has maintained the rejection of claims 16-30 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,707,732 (Sonoda et aL ) in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,262,151 B1 (Betso et aL ) for the reasons disclosed on page 2 of the Final 
Office Action. Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection for at least the reasons 
previously presented and for the additional reasons set forth below. 1 

Applicants' invention is not obvious over Sonoda et aL in view of Betso et al. To 
establish a prima facie case of obviousness, the Examiner must show that three basic 
criteria have been met. See M.P.E.P. § 2143. Applicants submit that the Examiner has 
not and cannot show, at a minimum, that the prior art references teach or suggest all of 
the claim limitations, and that there is motivation in the references or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the references in order 
to recreate Applicants' claimed invention. See M.P.E.P. §§ 2143.01 and 2143.03. 



1 While not addressed here in full, Applicants maintain their position that the cited prior 
art does not teach or provide the motivation to use natural magnesium hydroxide. 
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1 . The references do not teach 

the hvdrolvsable organic silane limitation 

Applicants maintain that Sonoda et al . does not expressly or inherently disclose 
the limitation: "hydrolyzable organic silane groups grafted onto the polymer chain for 
compatibilization of the natural magnesium hydroxide with the polymeric components," 
as presently claimed. 

With respect to achieving compatibilization of its flame retardant fillers, Sonoda et 
aL merely discloses a well known procedure, /.e., grafting an anhydride of an 
unsaturated aliphatic diacid, such as maleic anhydride, onto the copolymer. Col. 5, 
lines 36-47. In contrast, the present claims recite the use of hydrolysable organic 
silanes as the filler compatibilizer. In fact, Applicants have shown through test data that 
hydrolysable organic silanes are superior alternative filler compatibilizers compared to 
maleic anhydride, because they create "an optimum balance of mechanical properties." 
See Specification at Table 2, p.27. 

Applicants agree that Sonoda et al . also teaches optionally grafting a copolymer 
with a hydrolyzable organic silane group; however, as previously discussed, these 
grafts serve a wholly separate and distinct function. Sonoda et al .'s disclosure to 
optionally graft a copolymer with an alkenyl trialkoxy silane in the presence of an 
organic peroxide is an express disclosure of moisture curing (i.e., cross-linking of the 
copolymer). See col. 6, lines 41-44. It is well understood that cross-linking a copolymer 
is not compatibilization of a filler with a polymeric component. See e.g., Betso at col. 
10, lines 42-58. 
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In response, the Examiner has asserted that "[t]here is no evidence on this 
record that the silane groups of Sonoda do not compatibilize the polymer with the 
magnesium hydroxide" and that "this teaching [of moisture curing] does not preclude 
some silane groups from compatibilizing. . . ." Final Office Action at 5. Applicants 
respectfully disagree. 

As an initial point, Applicants note that the burden is not on Applicants to show 
that this would not occur. Rather, it is the Examiner's burden to provide factual and 
technical grounds establishing that the claimed feature necessarily flows from the 
teachings of the prior art. See Ex Parte Levy, 17 U.SP.Q.2d 1461, 1464 (Bd. Pat. App. 
& Int. 1990). The Office must cite facts in support of a Section 103 rejection and not the 
Office's opinion. In re Zurko, 59 U.S.P.Q.2d 1693, 1697 (Fed. Cir. 2001) ("With respect 
to core factual findings in a determination of patentability, however, the Board cannot 
simply reach conclusions based on its own understanding or expertise . . . Rather, the 
Board must point to some concrete evidence in the record in support of these 
findings."). 

In this case, Sonoda et al. only discloses grafting a copolymer with an alkenyl 
trialkoxy silane under conditions for the purpose of cross-linking the copolymer and no 
other purpose. Col. 6, lines 41-56. Sonoda et al. does not teach grafting the copolymer 
with hydrolysable organic silane groups under conditions that result in compatibilization 
with the magnesium hydroxide filler, and the Examiner has not offered any evidence 
that such a result is likely or that there is a motivation to modify the conditions to 
promote compatibilization. It is well-established that the reference must direct those 
skilled in the art to the presently claimed invention without any need for picking, 
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choosing, and combining various disclosures within the reference not directly 
related to each other by the teachings of the cited reference. In re Luvisi, 144 U.S.P.Q. 
646,649-50 (C.CP.A. 1965). 

Moreover, contrary to the Examiner's suggestion, Betso et al. does not establish 
that compatibilization will occur. Betso et al . teaches that compatibilization of particle 
and polymer is not an inherent property of the silanes; only one of three possible 
outcomes, depending upon conditions. Col. 10, lines 42-58. Betso et al . expressly 
states that whether or not cross-linking, compatibilization, or some other coupling 
occurs is a function of (1 ) amount of ingredients, (2) types of ingredients, and (3) 
conditions to which ingredients are subjected. Col. 10, lines 59-61 . 

As the Applicants had pointed out in their September 10, 2003 Response, 
inherency "may not be established by probabilities or possibilities. The mere fact 
that a certain thing may result from a given set of circumstances is not sufficient." See 
M.P.E.P. § 2112 (citing In re Robertson , 169 F.3d 743, 745, 49 USPQ2d 1949, 1950-51 
(Fed. Cir. 1999)). Thus, for Betso et al . to be evidence of record that establishes 
inherency, compatibilization must necessarily be present. See M.P.E.P. § 21 12 (citing 
In re Riickaert . 28 U.S.P.Q.2d 1955, 1957 (Fed. Cir. 1993)). Not a one in three chance. 

Nevertheless, the record is replete with evidence that one of ordinary skill in the 
art would not expect the silane groups of Sonoda et al . to compatibilize. 

First, as noted in Applicants' specification, Sonoda et al .'s anhydrides are more 
reactive than the organic silanes. Specification at 6, lines 27-30. Accordingly, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would expect Sonada et al .'s anhydrides to react before the 
silanes. 
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Second, although the Office correctly points out that Sonoda et al . teaches 
grafting the copolymer with a hydrolyzable organic silane group, Sonoda et al . only 
teaches a person of ordinary skill the conditions wherein the result is entirely different 
from compatibilization between a polymer and a flame retardant filler. Rather, Sonoda 
et al . expressly teaches conditions wherein its copolymers are made hydrolyzable for 
the purpose of moisture curing, in the presence of a silanol condensation catalyst. See 
col. 6, lines 41-59. A person of ordinary skill in the art would recognize Sonoda et al .'s 
moisture curing as a well-known technique to crosslink polymers and not a technique 
to couple filler particles with the polymer. Once again, Applicants direct the 
Examiner's attention to an article previously presented to the Examiner: A Review of 
Fifteen Years Development in Moisture Curable Copolymers and a Future Outlook, 
http://www.borealisqroup.com/public/pdf/ customercentre/WC Mumbai2002 Visico.pdf 
(discloses that Sonoda et al .'s process at col. 6, lines 28-56 is well-known to create 
crosslinking in copolymers not bonds between particles and polymers). 

Third, a person of ordinary skill in the art reading Sonoda et al . in view of Betso 
et al . would not expect compatibilization. As discussed above, Betso et al . explains that 
cross-linking versus compatibilization versus some other coupling mechanism is a 
function of (1) amount of ingredients, (2) types of ingredients, and (3) conditions to 
which ingredients are subjected. Col. 10, lines 59-61. Here, Sonoda et al . expressly 
teaches the use of an ingredient for grafting, i.e., the anhydride, which would compete 
with the silanes. Sonoda et al . also teaches conditions were the anhydride would 
compatibilize and where the silanes would cross-link. In view of Betso et al .'s 
explanation of the criticality of ingredients and conditions, a person of ordinary skill in 
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the art would not expect the environment to promote compatibilization by the silanes, 

when Sonoda et al . believes the conditions are set for cross-linking. 

Applicants further submit that a person of ordinary skill in the art would not be 

motivated to modify the teachings of Sonoda et al . to obtain compatbilization by the 

grafted silanes. While Betso et al . does disclose that under some unknown conditions 

that this result may be achieved, that is not enough. First, Betso et al . fails to provide 

the person of ordinary skill in the art with the conditions to achieve this desired result. 

Second, a person of ordinary skill in the art would not be motivated to do so, since the 

anhydrides already do the job. 

2. The references do not teach 

the no appreciable cross-linking limitation 

Sonoda et al . details how once the polymer has been made hydrolysable, they 
are moisture cured (/.e., cross-linked) in the presence of a silanol condensation 
catalyst. See col. 6, lines 41-59. Accordingly, Sonoda et al . does not recognize the 
limitation of "no appreciable cross-linking," and, in fact, teaches away from that limitation 
when organosilanes are present. Therefore, Sonoda et al . does not expressly or 
inherently teach all the limitations of the claims. 

In the Final Office Action, the Examiner asserted that the claimed limitation of "no 
appreciable cross-linking" does not exclude "some degree of cross-linking", because 
Applicants did not specify the degree of cross-linking or gel content. Final Office action, 
at 6. Applicants respectfully disagree. 

The claims recite that there is "no appreciable cross-linking." "Appreciable" is a 
term of degree that means "capable of being perceived or measured." See Merriam- 
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Webster's Collegiate Dictionary 57 (10th ed. 1993) (courtesy copy attached). As 
discussed in detail above, Sonoda et al. discloses methods of cross-linking copolymers, 
including the amount of cross-linking agents and the temperatures necessary to 
achieve cross-linking. Col. 6, lines 28-56. Therefore, Sonoda et al. expressly teaches a 
perceivable, and measurable, amount of cross-linking of its copolymers. 

For the foregoing reasons, Sonoda et al . in view of Betso et al. do not expressly 
or inherently teach all the limitations of the claims, or provide the necessary motivation 
to modify the teachings to achieve those limitations. Thus, the references fail to render 
the claims obvious and the present rejection should be withdrawn. 

(B) The Office has rejected claims 16-30 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sonoda et al . as applied above to claims 16-30, in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 5,139,875 (" Metzemacher et al ."), for the reasons given at pages 5-6 of the 
Office Action. Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection for at least the reasons 
presented below 

In the Final Office Action, the Examiner stated that Matzemacher et al. is relied 
upon only to show that "it is known in the art to use natural magnesium hydroxide as a 
flame-retardant filler." Final Office Action at 8. Applicants do not agree with the 
Examiner's position that one of ordinary skill in the art would use natural magnesium 
hydroxide in the composition of Sonoda et al. However, since the Examiner does not 
deny Applicants 1 position that Metzemacher et al. does not cure the deficiencies in 
Sonoda et al. f /.e., Sonoda et al. does not teach the "hydrolysable organic silane" and 
"no appreciable cross-linking" limitations, Applicants respectfully submit that this 
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rejection should be withdrawn for the same reasons presented above and incorporated 
by reference herein. 

III. Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing remarks, Applicants submit that this claimed invention is 
neither anticipated nor rendered obvious in view of the prior art references cited against 
this application. Applicants therefore request the Examiner's reconsideration and 
reexamination of the application, and the timely allowance of the pending claims. 

Please grant any extensions of time required to enter this response and charge 
any additional required fees to our deposit account no. 06-0916. 



Attachment: Merriam-Webster'S Collegiate Dictionary 57 (10th ed. 1993) 



Respectfully submitted 



FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, LLP. 



Dated: September 29, 2004 




Anthony A. Hartman 
Reg. No. 43,662 
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apipoggfiattar&^o ^appnurttemaimce 57 



ap.pog*gia*tu*ra \^-,pa-j3-'tur-»\ n [It, lit., support] (1753) : an embel- 
lishing note or tone preceding an essential melodic note or tone and 
usu. written as a note of smaller size 

ap*point Va-VointX vb [ME,\fr. MP apointier to arrange, fr. a- (fr. L ad-) 
+ point .point] vt (14c) 1 a : to fix orset officially <^ a trial date> b 
: to name officially <will ~ her director of the program) c archaic 
: arrange d : to determine the disposition of (an estate) to someone 
by virtue of a; power of appointment 2 ; : to provide with complete and 
usu. appropriate or elegant furnishings or equipment vi : to exercise 
a power of appointment syn see furnish 

ap*poin*tee \9-(p6in-*te, ,a-\ n (1768) 1 : one who is appointed 2 : one 
to whom an estate is appointed 

ap*point<ive Aa-*p6in-tiv\ adj (1881) : of, relating to, or filled by ap- 
pointment <an ~ of fice> . . r>v 

ap*point-ment Xa-'point-mantX n (15c) 1 a : an act of appointing : des- 
ignation -:'?b : the designation by virtue of a vested power of a person 
to enjoy an estate 2 : an arrangement for a meeting : ENGAGEMENT 
3 : EQUIPMENT; furnishings' — usu. used in pi. 4 : a nonelective of- 
fice or position <holds an academic 

ap* portion Xa^por-shani -*pdr-\ vt -tioned; -tion*ing Vsh(a^)ninV[MF 
apportionner, fr. a- (fTrLad-)+portionner to portion] (1574) : to divide 
and share out according >to?a plan; esp : to make a proportionate 'divi- 
sion or distribution of — ap-por«tion»able \-sha-na-bal\ adj 

ap-por*tion*ment \-shan-mant\ n (1579) : an act or result of apportion- 
ing; esp : the apportioning of representatives or taxes among the states 
according 46 U.S: law^* * -' i : -.<±* •■- 

ap«pose \a-'p6z\ vt apposed; ap»pos«ing [MF aposer, fr. OF; fr. a- + 
poser to put — more at pose] (1596) 1 archaic : to put before : apply 
(one thing) to ! another 2 : to place in juxtaposition or proximity 

ap*po-stte Va-pa-zat\ adj [L appositus, fr.-pp. of apponere to place near, 
fr. ad- + ponere to put — more at POSITION]; (1621) : highly pertinent or 
appropriate : APT syn see relevant— ap*po-site4y adv — ap*po- 
site*ness n 

ap-po*si*tibn \,a-pa-'zi-shan\ n (15c) 1 a : a grammatical construction 
in' which two usu. adjacent nouns having the same referent stand in the 
same syntactical relation to the rest of a sentence (as the poet and Burns 
in "a biography of the poet Burns") * the relation of one of such a 
pair of- nouns or noun equivalents to the other 2a: an act or instance 
of apposing; specif : the deposition of successive layers upon those al- 
ready present (as in cell walls) b : the state of being apposed — ap-po- 
si>tion«al V'zish-nal, -'zi-sha-n^X adj 

ap-pos-i-trve \a- l pa-za-tiv t a-\ adj (1693) : of, relating to, or standing in 
grammatical apposition — appositJve n — ap*pos»l«tive»ly adv . 

ap*prais*al Xa-'pra-zalX n (1817) :>an act or instance of appraising; esp : a 
valuation of property by the estimate of an authorized person 

ap*praise \a-'praz\ vt ap>praised; ap*prais*ing [ME appreisen; fr. MF 
aprisier to apprize] (15c) \ ito set a value on : estimate the amount of 

2 : to evaluate the worth, significance, or status of; esp : to give an ex- 
pert judgment of the value or merit of- syn see estimate — ap*prais- 
ec Xa^pra-'zeX n — - ap*praise*ment V'praz-mant\ n — ap*prais>er n 
— ap«prais»ing-ly A-'pra-zin -le\ adv — ap-prais»ive Vpra-ziv\ adj 

ap*pre^ia>bleAa-*pre-sha-bal, -'pri-sh(e-)a-ba l\ ad j (1 8 1 8) : capable of 
being perceived or measured syn see perceptible — ap-pre»cia«bly 
\-ble\ adv 

ap*pre>ci<ate \a-*pre-she-,at, -*pri- afco-Vre-seA vb -at*ed; -at«ing [LL 

■ appretiatus, pp. of appretiare; fr.L ad- 4 pretium ; price — more 1 at 
price] vt (1655) 1 a : to grasp the nature, worth, quality, or signifi- 
cance of <^ -the difference between right and wrong) *b : to value or 
admire highly <r~s our work)' c : to judge with heightened perception 
or understanding : be fully aware of <must see it to "~-.it) *d : to recog- 
nize with gratitude <certainly >^s your- kindness) 2 :i.to increase the 
value of ~,vi : to increase in number or value — ap*pre^ci>a>tor V t a- 
tar\ n — ap*pre>cia>to*ry V'pre-sha-,t6r-e, -'pri-sha-, -,tor-\ adj 
syn appreciate, value, prize, treasure, cherish mean to hold in 
. high estimation., appreciate often connotes sufficient understanding 
to enjoy or admire a thing's excellence (appreciates fine wine>. VALUE 
implies rating a thing highly for its intrinsic worth (values our friend- 
ship). PRIZE implies taking a deep, pride in something one possesses 
< Americans prize their, > freedom). TREASURE emphasizes - jealously 
safeguarding something considered precious <a-ircarure^memento>. 
CHERISH implies a special love and care for something <c/icrisAey her 
> children above all>. : . syn see in : addition UNDERSTAND 
ap-pre*ci*a-tioD Xa-tpre-she-'a-shan, , -,pri* * also -,pre-se-\ n ( 1 604) 1 a 
- : judgment, evaluation; esp-: a favorable. critical estimate: -b : sensi- 
tive ; awareness; esp : recognition of aesthetic values c : an expression 
of admiration, approval, or gratitude =2 : increase in value, ■ • 
ap*pre»cia»tive Xa-*pre-sn»-tiv,' -¥prir also* -^pre-she-,a-\ adj {c^. 1698) 
: having or showing appreciation —r ap*pre*cla*tive*ly adv — ap*pre- 
cia*tive*ness n 

ap.pre*hend \a-pri-'hend\ vb [ME, fT. L, apprehendere, lit., to seize, fr. 

,ad-!+<pfehendere to seize — more at GET] vt (15c) 1 : ARREST, SEIZE 
<■ — a thief) 2 a : to become aware of : PERCEIVE b.Mo anticipate 
esp. with anxiety, dread, or fear 3 : to grasp with the understanding 
: recognize the meaning of ^ vi : UNDERSTAND, grasp, r - <• 

ap*pre*hen*si*ble \ l a-pri- , heri(t)-S3-b3lYa4f (ca. 1631):: capable of being 
apprehended — ap*pre*hen*sl*b]y X-bieX adv 

ap^pre*hen*sion X l a-pri- , hen(t)-sh3nX w [ME, fr. LL apprehension-, ap- 
prehensio, It. L apprehendere] (14c) ; 1 a : the act or power of perceiv- 

ving or comprehending <a person of dull b : the result of appre- 
hending '-mentally : ■ CONCEPTION <according - to popular ^> 2 
: seizure by legal process : ARREST 3 : suspicion or fear esp. of future 

-evil FOREBODING 

ap*pre*faen*slve X-'hen(t)-sivX adj (14c) 1 : capable of apprehending or 
.quick to do so : discerning 2 : having apprehension : cognizant 

3 : viewing the future with anxiety or alarm syn see FEARFUL — ap- 
pre>hen*stve*]y adv — ap*pre«hen-sive*ness n 

^p-pren'ticeXa-'pren-tasXrt'IMEa/jren/is, fr. MF, fr. OF, fr.^ aprendre to 
learn, fr. L apprendere, apprehendere] (14c) 1 a : one bound by inden- 
ture to serve another for. a prescribed period with a view to learning an 
art or trade b : one who is learning' by practical experience under 
skilled workers a trade, art, or calling 2 : an inexperienced person 
: novice <an in cooking) — ap*pren*tice>sbjp X-ta(sh)-|Ship, -tas- 
,ship\n 



2 apprentice vb -Heed ; -ticking vt ( 1 596) : to set at work as an appren- 
tice; esp to bind 1 ^ an apprenticeship <by contract or indenture vi 
: to serve as an apprentice - ' ■»-.*■ . ■ ' = ■ . . - 

ap*pressed Xa-*prestX adj [L appressus, pp. of apprimere to press to,, fr. 
ad- + premere to press — t more at PRESS] (1791) : pressed close to or ly- 
ing flat against something <leaves ,*v against the stem)'. 

ap*pres^so*ri*um X,a-pre-'s6r-e-am, -'s6r-\ n, pi -ria \-e-a\ [NL, fr. L 
apprimere) (1897) nthv flattened thickened tip of a hyphal branch 'by 
which some parasitic fungi are attached to their host - ■ ■ 

ap*prlse Aa-'prizX vt ap-prised; ap>pris*ing . [F appris, pp. of apprendre 
to learn, teach/ fr. OF aprendre) (1694):: ta give notice to : TELL syn 



: see INFORM 



ap*prize Xa-'prizX' vt ap-prized; ap*priz*ing (ME apprisen, fr. MF 
aprisier, fr. OF, fr. a- (fr. L ad') + prisier to appraise — more at PRIZE] 

(14c) :' VALUE, APPRECIATE v ' - -i, - . . . 

^p-proach Xa-'prochX vfc [ME approchen; fr. OF aprochier, fr. JUL appro- 
piare, fr. L' ad? + prope. near; akin to L pro before — more ; at FOR] vt 
(13c) 1 a :;to draw closer- to rNEAR- b : to come very near to.: be al- 
most the same as <its mathematics <~-*s mysticism — Theodore Stur- 
geon) <as the quantity x ~ey zero) 2 a : to make 1 advances to esp. in 
order to create a desired result <was ^ed by several Broadway produc- 
ers) b : to take. preliminary steps toward accomplishment or full 
knowledge or experience of <~ the subject with an open mind) r~. vi 
1 : to draw nearer 2 : to make an approach-in golf ^< t ,* ? (; k , \ s - ^ } , 

1 approach n (15c) 1 a : an act or instance of approaching <the c-'- of 
summer) b : approximation <tn this book he makes his.closest ~ to 
greatness) 2 a .: the taking of preliminary steps toward a particular 
purpose Experimenting with new- lines of rv> . b : a particular manner 
of taking such steps <a highly individual ~ to language) 3 : a means 
of access : avenue- ,4 a : a golf shot from the fairway toward the green 
b : the steps taken by a bowler before he delivers the ball; also : the 
part of the alley behind the foul line from which the bowlerr delivers the 
ball . < 5, : the descent of. an aircraft toward a landing place 

ap*proach*able Xa-^rd-cha-balX adj (1571) : capable of being ap- 
proached : accessible; specif :.easy to meet^or deal with rr- ap- 
proach*abil*i*ry \-,pro-cha-'bi-la-te\ n ■■ l - 

ap-pro*bate \'a-pra-,bat\ vr -bat^d; -bathing [ME, fr. L approbates, pp. 
oiapprobare — more at APPROVE] (15c);: APPROVE, sanction — ap- 
pro»ba»to»ry \'a-pra-ba-,t6r-e, a- l pro-ba-, -,tor-\ adj . , r . . 

ap*pro*ba*tion \ l a-pra- I ba-shanX n (14c) 1 obs : PROOF 2 a ran act of 
approving formally or officially ; b : commendation, praise . i 

^p-prtHpri^ate Xa-'prc-pre^atX vt -at*ed; -at*ing [ME, fr. LL appropria- 
te, pp. of appropriare, f r. L ad- + proprius own] (1 5c) 1 • : to take ex- 
clusive! possession of : annex <no one should"**^ a common benefit) 
2 : to set apart for or assign to a particular purpose- or ■ use <~. money 
for the research program) 3 : to take or make use of without author- 
ity or. right ' —n ap*pro*pri«a»ble X-pre-a-balX - adj. ■> — r. ap-pro- 
pri*a*tor Vpi"e-,a-tar\ n y,,- ■ 

?ap-pro*pri*ate Xa-'pro-pre-atX adj (15c) : especially, suitable or compat- 
ible : Fi ri iNG syn see fit — ap»pro»pri«ate«ly adv — ap»pro»pri»ate- 
ness n *:.—*.•- ... .-- ■. , .-nv.v ■ ■ • .»* ■- 

ap*pro*pri*a*tion Xa-ipro-pre-'a-shanX n (14c) 1 : an act or. instance of 
appropriating 2 : something that has been appropriated; specif, i mon- 
ey set aside by formal action for; a specific use " — ap*pro?pri*a- 
tfve X-"pr6-pre-,a-tivX adj .:»>.; rr-- o*- h.,- -■■•■<}" -.^ 

ap*prov*able Xa-'pru-va-balX adj (15c) : capable, or worthy of being ap- 
proved — ap»prov»ably X-bleX adv I. • . . , ■■. . . * ; ; i A , 

ap*proy«al Xa-*pru-val\ n (1616) : an act or . instance of "approving : ap- 
probation — on approval : subject to a prospective buyer's accep- 
tance or refusal <stamps sent to collectors on approval) , . 

T prove Xa-'pruvX vb ap*proved; ap*prov*tng [ME, fr. MF aprpver,. fr. 
approbare, fr. ad- + probare to prove — ^more at PROVE] vt (14c) ^1 
obs '. prove,- ATTEST j 2 .: to ; have qr.express si, favorable opinion of 
<couldn*t such : conduct) { . ,3, a : to accept as satisfactory. <hopes she 
will ~J the date of the meeting)- b : to give formal or official sanction 
to : RATIFY <Congress approved the proposed budget) ' yi : to take a 
favorable view <dpesn't ~ ,of : figbting) ; — ap-proy.irig.ly y/pru^n-leX 

. syn approve, endorse, sanction, ^accredit, , certify mean to 
have or, express a ^favorable t opinion of. APPROVE often implies no 

- more than this but , may suggest .'considerable, esteem . or .admiration 
<the parents. approve of , the. marriage), endorse suggests an explicit 

^statement of support <publicly endorsed her for .Senator), sanction 
implies both approval and authorization <the President sanctioned co- 
vert operations), accredit and certify usu. imply official endorser 
' ment attesting to conformity to set standards <the board yoted to ac- 
. credit the college) <must .be t certified to teach). . £■-*,,■..},■■.•< 

approved school n\ 1932) Brit : a school for juvenile delinquents 

'approximate Xar'prak-sa-matX adj [LL approximates, pp. otapproxi- 
mare to come near, fr.,L ad- + proximare to come near: — more at 
PROXIMATE] ,( 1 5c) 1 : . located close together <t leaves) 2 : : nearly 

'. correct or exact, <an tt- solution), rV- ap«prox»i»mate«ly adv 

z ap^prox<i*roate V,mat\ vb -mat*ed; -mat*ing vt (15c) 1 a : to bring 
near or close f b : to bring (cut edges of tissue) together ^2?: to come 
near to or be close to in position, value, or characteristics <a child tries 
to his parents* speech) r~ vi : to come close ■ — usu. used with to,,-, 

ap'proX'i'ina'tfbn Xa-iprak-sa-'ma-shanX h (15c) , 1 : the act or process 
of drawing together 2 : the quality or state of being close or near <an 
^ to the truth) <an ~ of justice) 3 : something that. is approximate; 
esp Ta mathematical quantity that is close in value to but not the same 
as a desired quantity — ap*prox*i>ma*tjve X-'prak-sa^ma-tivX adj 

ap'pur*te^nanceAa-'part-nan(t)s, - l p3r-t'n-an(t)sX n (14c) l.: .an inci- 
dental right (as a right-of-way) attached to a principal property right 
and passing in possession with it 2 : a subordinate part or adjunct <the 
of welcome is fashion and ceremony — Shak.) 3/?/ : accessory ob- 
jects : APPARATUS ,\ j. . 



XaX abut X'X kitten, F table VarX further Xa\ ash XaX ace XaX mop. mar 
XauX out XchX chin ' XeX bet \§X easy \g\ go ' \i\ hit AT\ ice- \j\ job 
\n\sing \6\go \6\ law \6i\ boy \th\thin \ih\the loot \u\ fobt 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \a, k, n , ce, ce, ue, ue, A see Guide to Pronunciation 
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